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Supervisor Connie Chan Calls for A “Beach to Bay” Car-Free Connection and Demands
Safe and Equitable Access to Golden Gate Park

SAN FRANCISCO — Today, District 1 Supervisor Connie Chan will introduce a
comprehensive resolution urging the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA)
and Recreation and Park Department (RPD) to create a “Beach to Bay” car-free connection in
Golden Gate Park and call on the agencies to improve and provide equitable access throughout
the park.

“During the pandemic, we’ve heard that many visiting the park on foot or bicycle have enjoyed
this car-free space and utilized the full east-west road closure through the park to exercise or
commute to work,” said Supervisor Chan. “We’ve also heard the challenges from San Francisco
residents who may live in areas where transit is less reliable, or may have physical limitations
and require a car to get around town. This is why we need to make equitable improvements to
Golden Gate Park.”

“Golden Gate Park is a resource for all San Franciscans and residents who live in low-income
and isolated areas should be able to have equitable access to the park to enjoy its amenities,”
said Board of Supervisors President Shamann Walton. “It is important to explore all options
that can incentivize residents who don’t usually come to the park due to transit and accessibility
issues.”

The resolution builds off of the San Francisco County Transportation Authority’s (SFCTA)
Golden Gate Park Transit Access Study, which was requested by former Supervisor Sandra Lee
Fewer and adopted by the SFCTA Commission in May of this year. The study recommended
several improvements including improving transit access and reliability, garage affordability, and
wayfinding and safe access to and throughout the park.

“We thank Supervisor Chan for her leadership in seeking solutions that create equitable access
to Golden Gate Park,” said Thomas P. Campbell, Director and CEO of the Fine Arts



Museums of San Francisco. “We look forward to working toward a configuration that includes
safe access for people with disabilities, access for people who must drive to visit or work in the
park, and that grants access to and safety around the de Young museum's loading dock. The
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco fully support creating more recreational space and
improving bicycle and pedestrian safety in the park.”

“The California Academy of Sciences applauds Supervisor Chan's leadership in developing the
proposed legislation,” said Scott Sampson Ph.D., Executive Director of the California
Academy of Sciences. “This is a strong first step in creating a solution for equitable and safe
accessibility for multiple modes of transportation to Golden Gate Park and it's institutions. We
look forward to a continued open conversation with the Supervisor and all stakeholders to
develop a long-term, data-driven solution for JFK Drive.”

“We are grateful to Supervisor Chan for recognizing the long-term need for safe, healthy space
for people in Golden Gate Park,” said Jodie Medeiros, Executive Director for Walk San
Francisco. “Supervisor Chan has mapped out a strong path to determining the future of
people-first streets in the park that puts equity and accessibility at the forefront.”

“Supervisor Chan’s ‘Beach to Bay’ proposal preserves car-free access on JFK Drive and MLK
Drive that many have enjoyed during the pandemic, while also implementing needed
improvements that build more access and equity for disabled and low-income visitors to the
park,” said Janice Li, Advocacy Director for the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition. “We’re
excited to support Supervisor Chan’s vision for car-free roads in Golden Gate Park.”

The SFMTA and RPD are beginning public outreach efforts on the future of safely accessing
Golden Gate Park. Supervisor Chan has included reference to the departments’ outreach, and
encourages the agencies to conduct robust community outreach and engagement. Supervisor
Chan’s resolution also requests SFMTA and RPD to continue to collect and monitor data on
park visitors to ensure racial, socioeconomic, mobility, and health equity.

The resolution will be sent to the Transportation and Land Use Committee, where members of
the public may call in and provide public comment.
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